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NOTES ON CURRENT AND RECENT EVENTS. 

ANTHROPOLOGY— PSYCHOLOGY— LEGAL-MEDICINE. 

The Scientific Study of Juvenile Delinquents in Minneapolis. — The 

Juvenile Protective League in Minneapolis has just undertaken a study of de- 
linquents which has some new features and promises to become of more than 
local importance. Dr. Harris D. Newkirk, a Minneapolis physician who has been 
specializing in children's diseases, has been engaged to give the necessary medi- 
cal services for a five-year campaign against the physical troubles of the boys 
and girls who get into the juvenile court and also to administer a plan for a 
more thorough study of the serious type of juvenile offenders. It was decided 
to include the psychological aspect of the problem along with others. As a re- 
sult of some studies we had been making at the University of Minnesota in 
connection with the clinic in mental development, the writer was enlisted to 
assist by giving as much of his time as possible to this work. The following 
outline of the plan as far as it has been formulated has been prepared at the 
request of the editor of the Journal : 

In one particular we seem to be especially favored, and that is in our op- 
portunity to follow up the diagnosis of physical and mental deficiencies by 
remedial treatment, medical, surgical and educational, and to watch the same 
children for a iong period. It is here that our work should ultimately be most 
instructive. In other cities it has been very rare that those who have been ex- 
amined either medically or psychologically, or whose home conditions have been 
investigated, have been raised out of the ruts and their capacities subsequently 
watched as they were tried out on smoother roads. This, of course, requires 
the most persistent, time-taking effort and too much should not be expected. 
Only a small number of cases can, with the present facilities, be followed up 
with treatment and training. Moreover, there is all the uncertainty of working 
with human material which may suddenly be lost from observation. Already, 
however, Dr. Newkirk has made a very creditable beginning. Besides examining 
107 cases during the first six months he has operated on 33 cases of ade- 
noids, 28 cases of enlarged tonsils, circumcised 22, removed a troublesome ap- 
pendix and given medical advice and treatment to numerous others. As a re- 
sult decided improvement in health and conduct is not unusual. A friend of the 
league has generously provided a nurse who devotes all her time to the de- 
linquents under treatment and to visiting their homes to give suggestions there. 
Largely through her assistance we are reaching about eight out of ten of those 
examined who seriously need surgical attention. St. Barnabas Hospital has 
placed at the disposal of Dr. Newkirk enough of its charity fund to care for the 
needy cases while at the hospital. Arrangements have been made also for eye 
examinations by specialists and supplying spectacles when required. Several 
local hospitals, physicians and charitable organizations lend their aid freely. 
Dr. Newkirk's records show that among 68 delinquents whose examinations 
during the first three months have been summarized, only two were without de- 
fects. The most serious difficulties were enlarged tonsils or adenoids, 29 cases ; 
defective vision, 35 cases; malnutrition, 13 cases; anemia, 11 cases; defective 
hearing, 5 cases. 
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STUDY OF JUVENILE DELINQUENTS IN MINNEAPOLIS 

No argument is required to demonstrate the need of caring for the health 
of the delinquents and immediate correction of their physical handicaps. It is 
not so clear that it is advisable to attempt to modify their home or educational 
environments on account of the prolonged attention necessary and the uncer- 
tainty of the results. Our plan, however, is to make a complete history of as 
many cases as time will permit and then to attack the problem of training the 
delinquent as well as treating him. We assume that removing a physical handi- 
cap which has existed for years will leave the youth still seriously retarded and 
especially in need of educational assistance if he is to become properly adjusted 
to his social environment. In the history of the cases we expect to give ade- 
quate attention to the physical, mental, moral, educational and social factors. 
Cards have been provided for preserving all this data in the form of indexes, 
and two rooms in the court house have been assigned in which to make exam- 
inations. The nurse and the admirable corps of probation officers who are en- 
thusiastic over any suggestions for improving their charges will assist us in com- 
pleting the record of the cases studied. 

An examination of the mental development reached will be made in the case 
of all recidivists and in other cases when desirable. For this purpose a series 
of tests are being arranged especially for the mental ages over ten which we 
meet most frequently. They will supplement the Binet scale and the tests de- 
vised by Dr. William Healy. I am spending considerable time in selecting and 
adapting these from the scores available in the psychological literature. Miss 
Eunice Peabody is trying out the tests on groups of school children to estab- 
lish norms which will be available for our diagnosis. The question whether a 
child, should be sent to the school for feeble-minded may now be fairly well set- 
tled by means of the knowledge of his physical and educational handicaps in 
connection with the degree of development reached as measured by the Binet 
tests. We know least about the question how much children will profit from 
special training. This is an educational problem of prime importance in our 
work as we must endeavor to select the children to be trained in order to get 
the largest result with the time that can be spared from other duties. I shall, 
therefore, study the problem of prognosticating improvement and try to devise 
special methods for reaching the child through his school. The city superin- 
tendent, Dr. Charles M. Jordan, has promised that the teachers of ungraded 
pupils in the schools from which the delinquents come will assist in carrying 
out these special directions for the school work. 

It is important to recognize that this work could not have been undertaken 
except for the foundation which the Juvenile Protective League has been laying 
for the past six years with the hearty co-operation of the judges of the juvenile 
court. Judge John Day Smith, who organized the court in 1905 and helped to 
start many of its present agencies, when he became senior district judge in 1911, 
was succeeded by Judge Edward F. Waite. The latter was chosen primarily for 
the juvenile court work and like his predecessor combines in a marvelous way 
the dignity of the judge with the sympathy and encouragement of a father who 
can yet punish severely when necessary. The county has acquired an attractive 
farm of 92 acres on a little suburban lake, which is being developed into a small 
but model detention home — the Glen Lake Farm School for Boys. This is a 
special pride of Judge Waite who has plans for a series of cottages there to 
accommodate about fifteen each to meet the growing needs of the community. 
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IS VASECTOMY CRUEL AND UNUSUAL? 

At present forty to fifty boys can be kept at the farm and given healthful em- 
ployment surrounded by the home influences of an inspiring director and his 
wife. The boys also have school work for part of the day. The farm school 
thus forms an important adjunct to our plans for training. At various times 
the league in its efforts for children's welfare has introduced and supported 
probation officers, night agents, vacation schools with their summer playgrounds, 
and a boys' club. At its last annual meeting the lecture by Dr. William Healy 
of Chicago did much to crystallize the decision to undertake the present study. 
It is thus endeavoring not only to help the delinquents more fully but to add in 
a small way to the constructive knowledge about the diagnosis, treatment and 
education of these embryonic law breakers. 

J. B. Miner, University of Minnesota. 

Is Vasectomy a Cruel and Unusual Punishment? — State of Washington, 
Respondent, vs. Peter Feilen, Appellant. 

Appeal from a judgment of the superior court for King county, Main, J., 
entered September 30, 1911, upon a trial and conviction of rape. Affirmed. 

Crow, J. — The defendant was convicted of the crime of statutory rape 
committed upon the person of a female child under the age of ten years and 
was sentenced to imprisonment for life in the state penitentiary. The final 
judgment and sentence from which he has appealed further ordered, adjudged, 
and decreed that : "An operation to be performed upon said Peter Feilen for 
the prevention of procreation, and the warden of the penitentiary of the state 
of Washington is hereby directed to have this order carried into effect at the 
said penitentiary by some qualified and capable surgeon by the operation known 
as vasectomy; said operation to be carefully and scientifically performed." 

By his first assignment, appellant contends that the trial judge erred in sub- 
mitting the case to the jury, for the reasons (1) that no degree of penetration 
was shown, and (2) that the testimony of his victim, the prosecuting witness, 
was not corroborated by such other evidence as tended to convict him of the 
crime charged. We find no merit in these contentions. The evidence will not 
be discussed or stated in this opinion, as no good purpose could be thereby 
served. We are convinced that, under the rule announced in State v. Kincaid, 
27 Wash. Dec. 114, 124 Pac. 684, the evidence was sufficient to comply with the 
requirements of Rem. & Bal. Code, Section 2437. We are' also satisfied that the 
evidence afforded that degree and character of corroboration required by Sec- 
tion 2155, Rem. &■ Bal., and from all of the evidence we conclude that the only 
verdict that should have been returned was the one that the jury did return. The 
case was for the jury, and their verdict will not be disturbed. 

Appellant was prosecuted under Rem. &■ Bal. Code, Section 2436, and the 
penalty of life imprisonment was properly imposed. Rem. & Bal. Code. Section 
2287, provide-, that : 

"Whenever any person shall be adjudged guilty of carnal abuse of a female 
person under the age of ten years, or of rape, or shall be adjudged to be an 
habitual criminal, the court may, in addition to such other punishment or con-' 
finement as may be imposed, direct an operation to be performed upon such 
person, for the prevention of procreation." 

It was under the authority of this section that the trial judge ordered the 
operation of vasectomy, and appellant, by his remaining assignments, contends 
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